
BLESSING OF THE CANDLES Set-up 

In addition to normal set-up for Mass, on Candlemas/Blessing of the Candles, the altar must be prepared for the 
ceremony.  
 
Rectangular Table – Collect the small rectangular funeral table (located in the vestry), dress it with a white cloth 
(hanging with Albs), and place it centered in front of the altar, below the first step.  
 
Candles – Collect the following candles and place on the table.   

• Novena and Seven-day candles. (Located in closet across from Sacristy). 
• Pascal (Easter) candle, Baptismal candle and one set of St. Blaise candles. (Located in the cabinet in the 

Sacristy with the cruets and small bowls.) 
• Oil-filled candle. (Located in the bottom cabinet of the Sacristy, in a small box.) 

 
Book of Prayer – Verify the small blue book of prayers is in the pocket to the left of the priest’s/celebrant’s chair. 
(Note – he may bring a printed copy of the pertinent prayer. See copy below.) 
 
Aspergillum – Fill the small Holy Water sprinkler (aspergillum) with holy water and place on the chair to the right of 
the priest’s/celebrant’s chair. 
 
After Mass 
• Return table, candles, aspergillum, and prayer cards to their original locations.  
  



 

BLESSING OF THE CANDLES 
The priest blesses the candles to be used in the church for the next year. 

  

Let us pray. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, true Light that enlightens every man 
who comes into this world, bestow, we pray,  
your blessing upon these candles, 
and sanctify them with the Light of your Grace. 
 
As these tapers burn with visible fire 
and dispel the darkness of night, 
so may our hearts with the help of your Grace be enlightened 
by the invisible fire of the splendor of the Holy Spirit,  
and may be free from all blindness of sin. 
 
Clarify the eyes of our minds 
that we may see what is pleasing to you 
and conducive to our Salvation. 
After the dark perils of this life 
let us be worthy to reach the eternal Light.  
 
Through you, Jesus Christ, Savior of the world, 
who in perfect Trinity lives and reigns, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 
Amen. 

 
 He sprinkles the candles with holy water.  


